
2.   Action by the Community shall be aimed at encouraging cooperation between Member States 
and, if necessary, supporting and supplementing their action in the following areas: 

3.   The Community and the Member States shall foster cooperation with third countries and the 
competent international organisations in the sphere of culture, in particular the Council of Europe. 

4.   The Community shall take cultural aspects into account in its action under other provisions of 
this Treaty, in particular in order to respect and to promote the diversity of its cultures. 

5.   In order to contribute to the achievement of the objectives referred to in this Article, the Council: 

TITLE XIII 

PUBLIC HEALTH 

Article 152 

1.   A high level of human health protection shall be ensured in the definition and implementation of 
all Community policies and activities. 

Community action, which shall complement national policies, shall be directed towards improving 
public health, preventing human illness and diseases, and obviating sources of danger to human 
health. Such action shall cover the fight against the major health scourges, by promoting research 
into their causes, their transmission and their prevention, as well as health information and 
education. 

The Community shall complement the Member States' action in reducing drugs-related health 
damage, including information and prevention. 

2.   The Community shall encourage cooperation between the Member States in the areas referred to 
in this Article and, if necessary, lend support to their action. 

Member States shall, in liaison with the Commission, coordinate among themselves their policies 
and programmes in the areas referred to in paragraph 1. The Commission may, in close contact with 
the Member States, take any useful initiative to promote such coordination. 

3.   The Community and the Member States shall foster cooperation with third countries and the 
competent international organisations in the sphere of public health.

-   improvement of the knowledge and dissemination of the culture and history of the European 
peoples, 

-   conservation and safeguarding of cultural heritage of European significance,

-   non-commercial cultural exchanges,

-   artistic and literary creation, including in the audiovisual sector.

-   acting in accordance with the procedure referred to in Article 251 and after consulting the 
Committee of the Regions, shall adopt incentive measures, excluding any harmonisation of the 
laws and regulations of the Member States. The Council shall act unanimously throughout the 
procedure referred to in Article 251,

-   acting unanimously on a proposal from the Commission, shall adopt recommendations.
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4.   The Council, acting in accordance with the procedure referred to in Article 251 and after 
consulting the Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions, shall contribute 
to the achievement of the objectives referred to in this article through adopting: 

The Council, acting by a qualified majority on a proposal from the Commission, may also adopt 
recommendations for the purposes set out in this article. 

5.   Community action in the field of public health shall fully respect the responsibilities of the 
Member States for the organisation and delivery of health services and medical care. In particular, 
measures referred to in paragraph 4(a) shall not affect national provisions on the donation or medical 
use of organs and blood. 

TITLE XIV 

CONSUMER PROTECTION 

Article 153 

1.   In order to promote the interests of consumers and to ensure a high level of consumer protection, 
the Community shall contribute to protecting the health, safety and economic interests of consumers, 
as well as to promoting their right to information, education and to organise themselves in order to 
safeguard their interests. 

2.   Consumer protection requirements shall be taken into account in defining and implementing 
other Community policies and activities. 

3.   The Community shall contribute to the attainment of the objectives referred to in paragraph 1 
through: 

4.   The Council, acting in accordance with the procedure referred to in Article 251 and after 
consulting the Economic and Social Committee, shall adopt the measures referred to in paragraph 3
(b). 

5.   Measures adopted pursuant to paragraph 4 shall not prevent any Member State from maintaining 
or introducing more stringent protective measures. Such measures must be compatible with this 
Treaty. The Commission shall be notified of them. 

TITLE XV 

TRANS-EUROPEAN NETWORKS

(a)   measures setting high standards of quality and safety of organs and substances of human origin, 
blood and blood derivatives; these measures shall not prevent any Member State from 
maintaining or introducing more stringent protective measures;

(b)   by way of derogation from Article 37, measures in the veterinary and phytosanitary fields 
which have as their direct objective the protection of public health;

(c)   incentive measures designed to protect and improve human health, excluding any 
harmonisation of the laws and regulations of the Member States.

(a)   measures adopted pursuant to Article 95 in the context of the completion of the internal market;

(b)   measures which support, supplement and monitor the policy pursued by the Member States.
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Article 172 

The Council, acting by qualified majority on a proposal from the Commission and after consulting 
the European Parliament and the Economic and Social Committee, shall adopt the provisions 
referred to in Article 171. 

The Council, acting in accordance with the procedure referred to in Article 251 and after consulting 
the Economic and Social Committee, shall adopt the provisions referred to in Articles 167, 168 and 
169. Adoption of the supplementary programmes shall require the agreement of the Member States 
concerned. 

Article 173 

At the beginning of each year the Commission shall send a report to the European Parliament and to 
the Council. The report shall include information on research and technological development 
activities and the dissemination of results during the previous year, and the work programme for the 
current year. 

TITLE XIX 

ENVIRONMENT 

Article 174 

1.   Community policy on the environment shall contribute to pursuit of the following objectives: 

2.   Community policy on the environment shall aim at a high level of protection taking into account 
the diversity of situations in the various regions of the Community. It shall be based on the 
precautionary principle and on the principles that preventive action should be taken, that 
environmental damage should as a priority be rectified at source and that the polluter should pay. 

In this context, harmonisation measures answering environmental protection requirements shall 
include, where appropriate, a safeguard clause allowing Member States to take provisional measures, 
for non-economic environmental reasons, subject to a Community inspection procedure. 

3.   In preparing its policy on the environment, the Community shall take account of: 

-   preserving, protecting and improving the quality of the environment,

-   protecting human health,

-   prudent and rational utilisation of natural resources,

-   promoting measures at international level to deal with regional or worldwide environmental 
problems. 

-   available scientific and technical data,

-   environmental conditions in the various regions of the Community,

-   the potential benefits and costs of action or lack of action,

-   the economic and social development of the Community as a whole and the balanced 
development of its regions. 
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4.   Within their respective spheres of competence, the Community and the Member States shall 
cooperate with third countries and with the competent international organisations. The arrangements 
for Community cooperation may be the subject of agreements between the Community and the third 
parties concerned, which shall be negotiated and concluded in accordance with Article 300. 

The previous subparagraph shall be without prejudice to Member States' competence to negotiate in 
international bodies and to conclude international agreements. 

Article 175(18) 

1.   The Council, acting in accordance with the procedure referred to in Article 251 and after 
consulting the Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions, shall decide what 
action is to be taken by the Community in order to achieve the objectives referred to in Article 174. 

2.   By way of derogation from the decision-making procedure provided for in paragraph 1 and 
without prejudice to Article 95, the Council, acting unanimously on a proposal from the Commission 
and after consulting the European Parliament, the Economic and Social Committee and the 
Committee of the Regions, shall adopt: 

The Council may, under the conditions laid down in the first subparagraph, define those matters 
referred to in this paragraph on which decisions are to be taken by a qualified majority. 

3.   In other areas, general action programmes setting out priority objectives to be attained shall be 
adopted by the Council, acting in accordance with the procedure referred to in Article 251 and after 
consulting the Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions. 

The Council, acting under the terms of paragraph 1 or paragraph 2 according to the case, shall adopt 
the measures necessary for the implementation of these programmes. 

4.   Without prejudice to certain measures of a Community nature, the Member States shall finance 
and implement the environment policy. 

5.   Without prejudice to the principle that the polluter should pay, if a measure based on the 
provisions of paragraph 1 involves costs deemed disproportionate for the public authorities of a 
Member State, the Council shall, in the act adopting that measure, lay down appropriate provisions 
in the form of: 

(a)   provisions primarily of a fiscal nature;

(b)   measures affecting: 

-   town and country planning,

-   quantitative management of water resources or affecting, directly or indirectly, the 
availability of those resources,

-   land use, with the exception of waste management;

(c)   measures significantly affecting a Member State's choice between different energy sources and 
the general structure of its energy supply.

-   temporary derogations, and/or
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