THE EMECASPROJECT

The EMECAS (formerly called EMECAM) (Spanish Multi-centre Study on Air
Pollution and Health) study is a collaborative effort of 11 institutes or health
departments in 14 Spanish cities. This project started in 1997 and it is partly funded by
the ‘Fondo de Investigaciones Sanitarias of the Ministry of Health of Spain (FIS
97/0051 and FI'S 00/0010).

The objective of the EMECAS project is to evaluate, using a standardised methodol ogy,
the short-term effect of air pollution on mortality in 14 Spanish cities (i.e. Barcelona,
Bilbao, Cartagena, Castellén, Gijén, Granada, Huelva, Madrid, Pamplona, Sevilla,
Oviedo, Vaencia, Vigo, and Zaragoza) accounting for near to 10 million inhabitants.
These cities represent different sociodemographic, climatic and environmental
situations at national level.

The coordinating Centre of the EMECAS project is the Epidemiology and Statistics
Unit of the Escuela Vaenciana de Estudios para la Salud (Vaencian School of Studies
for Health) and the scientific coordinator of the project is Ferran Ballester. Santiago
Perez-Hoyos and Carmen Iiiiguez complete the core team in Vaencia. The other
participating centres in the EMECAS Project are:

e Research Group on Statistics, Applied Economics and Health, GRECS.

Department of Economics, University of Girona,

e Andalusian School of Public Health, Granada,

both, co-cordinating centres

Public Health Authority, Madrid,

Departamento de Sanidad del Gobierno Vasco

Epidemiological Service, Regional Health Authority, Castello,

Preventive Medicine, University of Santiago de Compostela,

Health, Welfare and Labour Department, Zaragoza,

Epidemiology Department, Regional Health Council, Murcia,

Public Health Regional Authority, Social Services Council, Oviedo,
Departamento de Salud y Consumo. Ayuntamiento de Pamplona; all in Spain

Before the EMECAS project were constituted, we started with the assessment of air
pollution in Valencia, Spain, and we continue studying the impact of air pollution on
health and its implications for Public Health in Valencia in collaboration with other
groups (IMIM and IMS Barcelona), and projects (APHEA, APHEIS, EUROCHEIS)
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